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The Coalition for Energy Savings would like to thank the Commission for the opportunity to provide 

its feedback. As a core message, we would like to underline that, to ensure the long-term security and 

stability of the EU energy system, any energy security architecture must not only encompass 

preparedness for supply disruptions, risk avoidance or diversification of supply, but must also strongly 

be focused on the reduction of EU energy demand. 

We regret to see that the current energy security framework puts little emphasis on the contribution 

of reducing consumption to achieving Europe’s energy independence. The Commission’s impact 

assessment for the 2040 EU climate target shows the need to maintain energy efficiency 

improvements and reduce energy consumption beyond 2030 to achieve the needed emissions 

reductions. In that context, we strongly call for any revision of the EU energy security framework to 

align with the EU’s long-term climate goals and the Fit for 55 package objectives. 

In recent years, the REPowerEU Plan and the actions taken by citizens and businesses have shown the 

capacity of energy savings to help face a situation of disrupted energy supply and high prices. 

However, these consumer behaviours must be translated into structural measures to ensure a stable 

reduction of energy consumption in the EU.  

Long-term demand-side solutions, with energy efficiency improvements and flexibility, create a 

smaller and more flexible energy system, greatly contributing to a more resilient, competitive and 

secured European Union by progressively phasing out the need for energy imports.1 Renovations of 

Europe’s worst-performing buildings (class F and G) to class B/C can reduce gas demand by up to 

45%.2 In addition, efficiency improvements, such as industrial insulation, could save 160 TWh 

annually, equating to the energy needs of 10 million households.3 

Demand-side measures also enhance the agility of the EU energy system, improving its ability to 

integrate and adapt to variable energy supply, and therefore reducing the cost of storage and imports 

needed to ensure preparedness throughout the year, particularly in winter. They also cut the imports 

of critical raw materials and technologies required to achieve the EU decarbonisation goals, 

protecting Europe’s economy from potential supply chain disruptions and market fluctuations. In 

particular, improving the efficiency of EU buildings holds a large potential to improve Europe’s energy 

security.4 For instance, building renovations could reduce seasonal peak heating consumption by up 

to 40% by 2030.5 This would directly stabilise energy grids, cut blackout risks, and enhance the 

integration of renewable energy. 

This consultation also seeks to understand the impact of decarbonisation and electrification on the 

energy security framework. From this perspective, we strongly urge energy efficiency to be integrated 

 
1 See the report: Future-proof buildings for energy security and fiscal stability 
2 See the Guidehouse report: Energy security impacts of renovating the EU’s F and G class buildings   
3 See the White Paper: The Overlooked Industry Decarbonization Champion: Technical Insulation 
4 See the report: How to stay warm and save energy 
5 See the study: Flattening the Peak Demand Curve through Energy Efficient Buildings: A Holistic Approach 
Towards Net-Zero Carbon 

https://www.e3g.org/wp-content/uploads/E3G-Briefing-Future-proof-buildings-for-energy-security-and-fiscal-stability.pdf
https://guidehouse.com/-/media/www/site/insights/energy/2022/energy-dependency-f-and-g-class-buldings-20220505.pdf
https://www.eiif.org/publications/news/new-eiif-white-paper-overlooked-industry-decarbonization-champion-technical
https://www.bpie.eu/wp-content/uploads/2022/12/How-to-stay-warm-and-save-energy_final-report.pdf
https://www.yourhomeourfuture.eu/app/uploads/a958410ca36cf435071951a7-eeetechreportfinalrev.pdf
https://www.yourhomeourfuture.eu/app/uploads/a958410ca36cf435071951a7-eeetechreportfinalrev.pdf


 

  

 

   

 

into the Commission’s planning exercise of the future EU energy system, including in support of 

electrification. Energy efficiency allows to decarbonise and electrify the EU energy system at lower 

costs. For example, renovations of Europe’s aging building stock could reduce total energy system 

costs by €312 billion annually, resources which can then be redirected to strategic energy security 

investments.6 

Finally, energy efficiency measures better protect citizens and businesses from volatile energy prices. 

By reducing their energy needs, consumers lower their energy bills and are better shielded from price 

spikes linked to geopolitical disruptions. This will also boost the public acceptance of future reforms 

of the EU energy market towards electrification. These measures could cut individual household 

energy bills by up to €560 annually, particularly benefiting vulnerable groups.7 

To conclude, we suggest that the Commission takes note of a recent statement made by ENTSOG and 

ENTSO-E stating that the “Fast implementation of efficiency first principle is key to achieve energy 

efficiency and renewable targets but also to minimise long-term challenges of decarbonising the 

energy supply”.8  Indeed, the revision of the EU energy security framework is a crucial test for the 

application of the Energy Efficiency First principle. The Commission must demonstrate that it takes 

seriously its own principle to break the vicious cycle of responding to a supply-side crisis with 

measures that perpetuate dependence on fossil fuel imports by, instead, putting in place ambitious 

demand-side measures, including for strategic geopolitical purposes. 

 
6 See the study: Flattening the Peak Demand Curve through Energy Efficient Buildings: A Holistic Approach 
Towards Net-Zero Carbon 
7 See the study: Flattening the Peak Demand Curve through Energy Efficient Buildings: A Holistic Approach 
Towards Net-Zero Carbon 
8  ENTSO-E and ENTSOG TYNDP 2024 Draft Scenarios Report (entsos-tyndp-scenarios.eu) 

https://www.yourhomeourfuture.eu/app/uploads/a958410ca36cf435071951a7-eeetechreportfinalrev.pdf
https://www.yourhomeourfuture.eu/app/uploads/a958410ca36cf435071951a7-eeetechreportfinalrev.pdf
https://www.yourhomeourfuture.eu/app/uploads/a958410ca36cf435071951a7-eeetechreportfinalrev.pdf
https://www.yourhomeourfuture.eu/app/uploads/a958410ca36cf435071951a7-eeetechreportfinalrev.pdf
https://2024.entsos-tyndp-scenarios.eu/#:~:text=The%20TYNDP%202024%20scenarios%20align%20with%20the%20energy

