
 

 

 

 

Buildings directive deal: progress, but not 

living up to the EU's 2030 efficiency goal 

 

 

Brussels, 8h December 2023 
  
Negotiations on the recast of the Energy Performance of Buildings Directive (EPBD), the last open 

file of the Fit for 55 Package, concluded last night; while the agreed text brings some improvement 

to the current framework, it falls short of delivering the energy savings potential of the EU building 

sector. 

 

The recast EPBD is a crucial piece of the EU energy efficiency framework as reducing energy consumption 

in buildings is essential to achieve the new 2030 EU energy efficiency target set in the Energy Efficiency 

Directive (EED). After challenging negotiations, the final agreement is weaker than the original Commission 

proposal, but it will allow for some progress, if Member States are serious with implementation.  

 

In particular, the final deal requires that the average energy consumption of residential buildings must 

decrease by 16% by 2030, clearly below the renovation obligation in the original Minimum Energy 

Performance Standards (MEPS). Also, the new National Building Renovation Plans’ timeline is now 

misaligned with the update of the National Energy and Climate Plans, which might create inconsistencies 

between the two.  

 

On a positive note, co-legislators agreed on a rather robust MEPS framework for non-residential buildings, 

which will complement the obligation to renovate public buildings in the EED, and on the roll out of one-stop 

shops to help citizens with renovations.    

 

Arianna Vitali, Secretary-General of the Coalition for Energy Savings said: 

 

“Instead of a cherry on top of the Fit for 55’s cake, with last night's EPBD deal, co-legislators missed 

the opportunity to fully apply the Energy Efficiency First principle to buildings, particularly residential 

ones. Renovations are at risk of not being accelerated to the level needed to meet the 2030 EU energy 

efficiency target, which will impact all citizens, in particular the most vulnerable. 

 

An exceptionally strong implementation from Member States and resolute enforcement by the 

European Commission will be imperative to ensure that the EPBD ultimately supports the European 

Union’s carbon neutrality objective.” 
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Notes for editors:  

• The European Commission’s press release on the interinstutionnal agreement on the Energy 
Performance of Buildings Directive can be accessed here. 

• The Parliament’s press release on the interinstutionnal agreement on the Energy Performance of 
Buildings Directive can be accessed here. 

• The Council’s press release on the interinstutionnal agreement on the Energy Performance of 
Buildings Directive can be accessed here. 

• The Commission’s original proposal on the Energy Performance of Buildings Directive can be 
accessed here. 

 

Media Contact: Antonin Chapelot  

+32 492 42 66 61| antonin.chapelot@energycoalition.eu| @EUenergysavings 

 

The Coalition for Energy Savings strives to make energy efficiency and savings the first consideration of energy policies and the driving 

force towards a secure, sustainable and competitive European Union. Its membership unites businesses, local authorities, energy 

agencies, energy communities and civil society organisations in pursuit of this goal.  

Coalition members represent: 

• more than 500 associations, 200 companies, 1,500 cooperatives 

• 15 million supporters and 1 million citizens as members of cooperatives 

• 2,500 cities and towns in 30 countries in Europe 

Members of the Coalition: 

Members of the Coalition: APPLiA - Home Appliance Europe | BPIE - Buildings Performance Institute Europe (advisory 

member) | CAN Europe – Climate Action Network Europe | CEE Bankwatch Network | ClientEarth | Climate Alliance | 

E.V.V.E. - European Association for the Consumption-based Billing of Energy Costs | E3G | eceee - European Council for 

an Energy Efficient Economy | ECOS - Environmental Coalition on Standards  | EEB - European Environmental Bureau | 

EFIEES - European Federation of Intelligent Energy Efficiency Services | ehi - Association of the European Heating 

Industry | Energy Cities | EPEE - European Partnership for Energy and the Environment | eurima - European Insulation 

Manufacturers Association | EuroACE – Energy Efficient Buildings | EU-ASE - European Alliance to Save Energy | ECF - 

European Climate Foundation | ECI - European Copper Institute - Copper Alliance | FEDARENE - The European 

Federation of Agencies and Regions for Energy and the Environment | Friends of the Earth Europe | Housing Europe | 

PU Europe - European Association of Polyurethane Insulation Manufacturers | RAP - The Regulatory Assistance Project 

(advisory member) | REScoop.eu | T&E - Transport & Environment | WWF European Policy Office 

 

 

 

 

https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_23_6423
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20231204IPR15651/energy-efficiency-of-buildings-meps-strike-deal-with-council
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2023/12/07/fit-for-55-council-and-parliament-reach-deal-on-proposal-to-revise-energy-performance-of-buildings-directive/
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A52021PC0802&qid=1641802763889
http://www.energycoalition.eu/members

